Lung involvement in inflammatory rheumatic diseases.
This chapter describes the involvement of the lung in systemic inflammatory joint disease (IJD) with a particular focus on rheumatoid arthritis, although the topics of pulmonary involvement in ankylosing spondylitis and psoriatic arthritis are also addressed. Interstitial lung disease is the most lethal pulmonary complication of IJD and the chapter describes recent advances in both our understanding of this complication and the therapeutic options that offer real hope for improved outcomes. Although less well recognised, airways disease is just as common and its association with IJD is described in some detail, with a section devoted to the recent surge in interest in bronchiectasis. Acute pulmonary infection is common in IJD and its management is reviewed in some detail. Although pleural disease is less common than it once was, its treatment is explored. We conclude by reviewing the relationship between the drug therapies employed in IJD and their effects on the lung.